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Abstract: This Bodo language is one of the 22nd scheduled languages of India. It is introduced as one of the associate official 

languages of Assam state. This language is originated from Tibeto-Burman group of Sino-Tibetan language family. Now, this 

language is scattered entire Assam state and some parts of adjoining states like- Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, 

Mizoram, Tripura, West Bengal etc. And some parts of neighboring countries of India like- Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar 

etc. Bodo language has six vowel phonemes like- i, ɯ, u, e, ɔ, a and has sixteen consonant phonemes like- ph, b, th, d, kh, g, s, z, h, 

m, n, ŋ, r, l, w, j.  In this paper, an attempt has been made to discuss about the classification, structure and formation of adjective 

of said language. The analytical method will be preferred to study and the necessary data have been collected from both primary 

and secondary source.  
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1. Introduction 

Adjective is an indispensable part of word. In Bodo mother tongue adjective is pronounced as thailali. Adjective is closely related 

to noun or pronoun. Adjective describes about the quality, quantity, size and colour of noun or pronoun. In a sentence adject ive is 

placed before or after noun or pronoun. In the present paper it is aimed to discuss the classification, structure and formation of 

adjective used in Bodo language within the state of Assam. It is worth mentioning that some adjectives are independent units and 

some are derived from other lexical categories by prefixation, suffixation and compounding methods of word formation. 

Prefixation is a method of word formation, where a prefix is added before a root or stem and a new word is formed. Suffixation is 

also a method of word formation, where a suffix is added after root or stem and a new word is formed. Compounding is also a 

process of word formation in this process a new word is formed by combining two or more roots or stems. In Bodo language, 

adjective is classified into two groups on the basis of its structure. These are: 

 

 I. Primary adjective 

II. Derived adjective 

 

1.1. Primary adjective  

Primary adjectives are those, which independently describe any information of noun or pronoun like- size, colour, quality, 

quantity etc. Primary adjectives can be called basic adjectives. These are independent units or root morphemes. There are only a 

few primary adjectives in Bodo. For Example: mɯzaŋ ‘good’, baigɔr ‘naughty’, gazri ‘bad’, sɯithɯ ‘truth’, udaŋ ‘free or open’, 

ese ‘few or little’, khathi ‘nearby’, gɯrlɯi ‘easy’, adra ‘half’, burza ‘much’, khɯmsi ‘dark’, ɔkhra ‘stubborn’, thar ‘true or correct’, 

gubun ‘another’, siri ‘silent’, aduwa ‘fool’ etc. There are sentences given below how these adjectives are used in sentence: 

i) bi-jɯ   sase mɯzaŋ  hɯuwasa  

 he-NOM  a ADJ   boy 

‘He is a good boy.’ 

ii) thar phinnaj-khɯu sajkhɔ 

 ADJ answer-ACC choose 

‘Choose the correct answer’. 

iii) bɯi gubun  mɯnse-khɯu la 

 that ADJ one-ACC take  

 ‘Take that another one’ 

 

1.2. Derived adjective 

Derived adjectives are derived from other lexical categories like- verb and noun. Derived adjectives are formed through 

prefixation, suffixation and compounding methods of word formation. For example: gusu ‘cold’, dɯibru ‘watery’, gɯhɯ-gɯra 

‘strong’ etc. In Bodo, the derived adjectives can be classified into three categories. These include: 

 

I. Deverbal adjective 

II. Denominal adjective 

III. Compound Adjective 
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1.2.1. Deverbal adjective 

 

Adjectives those are derived from verb is called deverbal adjective. Deverbal adjectives are formed through prefixation and 

suffixation methods of word formation. 

 

By prefixation: Only a few prefixes are used to form deverbal adjectives in Bodo. It is worth mentioning that the deverbal 

adjective denoting prefixes are g+ vowel in form.  gi-, gɯ-, gu-, ge-, ga- are the deverbal adjective denoting prefix. All prefixes 

are class changing derivational prefix. These prefixes are added before verb and derives the verb to deverbal adjective. The 

formation of deverbal adjectives by every prefix are discussed below: 

 

gi-: This prefix is added to a limited number of verbs to form the deverbal adjective. For example: 

Pfx. gi- + V. zi ‘to rend’ >   DVA gizi ‘torn’ 

Pfx. gi- + V. si  ‘to get wet’ >  DVA gisi ‘wet’ 

Pfx. gi- + V. lir ‘be heavy’ >  DVA gilir ‘heavy’ 

Sentence: 

i) gizi gɔsla-khɯu da-gan 

 DVA shirt-ACC NEG-put on 

 ‘Don’t put on the torn shirt.’ 

ii) be  bakhsu-wa zɯbɯr gilir 

 this box-NOM Very DVA 

 ‘This box is very heavy.’ 

 

gɯ-: It is added to a few verbs to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

Pfx. gɯ- + V. zam ‘to be old’ >  DVA gɯzam ‘old’ 

Pfx. gɯ- + V. thɯi ‘to die’ >   DVA gɯthɯi ‘lifeless’ 

Pfx. gɯ- + V. sɯm ‘be black’ >  DVA gɯsɯm ‘black’ 

Pfx. gɯ- + V. mɯn ‘ripen’ >   DVA gɯmɯn ‘ripe’ 

Sentence: 

i) bejɯ  aŋni gɯzam  gɔsla 

 this-NOM my DVA  shirt 

 ‘This is my old shirt.’ 

ii) gɯsɯm gab-khɯu aŋ mɯzaŋ mɯn-a 

 DVA colour-ACC I like-NEG 

 ‘I don’t like black colour.’ 

iii) raju-wa  sase gɯzɯu  hɯuwasa 

 Raju-NOM a DVA  boy 

 ‘Raju is a tall boy.’ 

 

gu-: This prefix is added to a limited number of verbs to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

Pfx. gu- + V. su ‘be cold’ >  DVA gusu ‘cold’ 

Pfx. gu- + V. duŋ ‘be hot’ >  DVA guduŋ ‘hot’ 

Pfx. gu- + V. phur ‘be white’ > DVA guphur ‘white’ 

Sentence: 

i) gusu dɯi-khɯu aŋ lɯŋ-a 

 DVA water-ACC I   drink-NEG 

 ‘I don’t drink the cold water.’ 

ii) bi-jɯ  guphur gɔsla gan-ɯ 

 he-NOM  DVA shirt put on-PIT 

 ‘He puts on white shirt.’ 

 

 

ge-: This prefix is added to some verbs to form deverbal adjectives. For example: 

Pfx. ge- + V. seŋ ‘be sparse’ >  DVA geseŋ ‘sparse’ 

Pfx. ge- + V. der ‘be big’ >   DVA geder ‘big’ 

Pfx. ge- + V. sew ‘be rot’ >   DVA gesew ‘rotten’ 

Sentence: 

i) mɯider-a mase gidir zunar 

 elephant-NOM    a DVA animal 

 ‘The elephant is a big animal.’ 

ii) gesew ɯŋkhri-khɯu mablababɯ daza 
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 DVA curry-ACC never  NEG-eat 

 ‘Never eat the rotten curry.’ 

 

ga-: This prefix is added only a few numbers of verb to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

Pfx. ga- +  V. hai ‘be short’ >  DVA gahai ‘low or short’ 

Pfx. ga-   V. ham ‘be good’ >  DVA gaham ‘good’ 

Sentence: 

i) phuŋ-aw  kharnaj-a deha-ni  takhaj gaham 

 morning-LOC run-NOM health-GNT for DVA 

 Running in the morning is good for health.’ 

 

By suffixation: There are lots of deverbal adjective denoting suffix in Bodo. All suffixes are class changing derivational suffix. 

These are- -sula ~ -suli, -tha ~ -thu, -thi, -theŋ, -thab, -lu, brɯm, -khɔ, -khe, -khɔr, -khɯr, -gew, -dɔ, -dem, -dɯb, -phru, -sija, -khreb, -

slu, -kheŋ, -phram, -phɯd, -thaŋ, -thaw, -dula ~ -duli, -dla, -le, -rɯm, -brud, -rɯu, -sib, -slaŋ. These suffixes are added after verb 

and turns into deverbal adjective. The deverbal adjectives formed by these suffixes are discussed below: 

 

-sula ~ -suli: These suffixes are class changing derivational suffix and used to form deverbal adjective. -sula is used for 

masculine gender and -suli is used for feminine gender. Both suffixes are used to denote a person’s habitual excess or 

immoderation. For example: 

V. ɔn ‘to love’   + Sfx. -sula > DVA ɔnsula ‘caring’ MASC. 

V. ɔn ‘to love’  + Sfx. -suli > DVA ɔnsuli ‘caring’ FEM. 

V.sibi ‘to worship’ + Sfx. -sula > DVA sibisula ‘worshipful’ MASC. 

V. sibi ‘to worship’  + Sfx. -suli > DVA sibisuli ‘worshipful’ FEM. 

Sentence: 

i) ram-a  sase ɔnsula subuŋ 

 Ram-NOM a DVA    person 

 ‘Ram is a caring person.’ 

ii) ritha-ja  sase sibisuli aizɯ 

 Rita-NOM a       DVA   woman 

 ‘Rita is a worshipful woman.’ 

 

-tha ~ -thu: Both suffixes are added to only hai ‘be short’ verb to form deverbal adjective. -tha is used to represent short man on 

the other hand -thu is used to represent short woman. For example: 

V. hai ‘be short’ + Sfx. -tha > DVA haithaa ‘short man’ 

V. hai ‘be short’ + Sfx. -thu > DVA haithu ‘short women’ 

Sentence: 

i) rɔmen-a sase haitha hɯuwasa 

 Ramen-NOM   a    DVA   boy 

 ‘Ramen is a short boy.’ 

ii) rina-ja  sase haithu hinzawsa 

 Reena-NOM a      DVA   girl 

 ‘Reena is a short girl.’ 

 

 -thi: This suffix is added to a few numbers of verb to form deverbal adjective. It is mentionable that the thi has its own meaning 

i.e constant. But thi is also used as a deverbal adjective denoting suffix. For example: 

V. maw ‘do’   + Sfx. -thi > DVA mawthi ‘active’ 

V. bɯhɯi ‘to flow’ +  Sfx. -thi > DVA bɯhɯithi ‘flowing’ 

V. za ‘be red’   + Sfx. -thi > DVA zathi ‘slightly red’ 

Sentaence: 

i) bi-jɯ      zɯbɯr mawthi 

 he-NOM    very DVA 

 ‘He is very active.’ 

ii) aŋni khanai-ja  zathi  zabɯ-dɯŋ 

 my hair-NOM slightly red become-PCT 

 ‘My hair is becoming slightly red.’  

 

-theŋ: This suffix is added to only ran ‘to dry’ verb to form deverbal adjective and after addition it represents thin structure of a 

person or an animal. It is mentionable that -theŋ suffix is used as reduplicative form and whenever it is used in reduplicated form 

it indicates very thin meaning. For example: 

V. ran ‘to dry’ + Sfx. -theŋ >  DVA rantheŋ ‘thin’ 
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Sentence: 

i) hɔri-ja        sase rantheŋ  hɯuwasa 

 Hari-NOM    a    DVA      boy 

 ‘Hari is a thin boy.’ 

ii) gɔthɔ-wa lɯmza-nanɯi rantheŋ  theŋ za-baj 

 child-NOM fever-SUB. DVA  RED become-IPT 

 ‘The child has become very thin due to fever.’ 

 

-thab: This suffix is added to only suŋ verb. suŋ means be short and with the addition of -thab suffix it represents short. For 

example:  

V. suŋ ‘be short’ + Sfx. -thab > DVA suŋthab ‘short’ 

Sentence: 

i) be  sɔlɔ-wa      zɯbɯr suŋthab 

 ‘this  story-NOM     very DVA 

 ’This story is very short.’ 

 

-lu: This suffix is added to a limited number of verbs to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

V. sɯrzi ‘to create’  + Sfx. -lu > DVA sɯrzilu ‘creative’ 

V. dɯmɯi ‘be gloom’  + Sfx. -lu > DVA dɯmɯilu ‘gloomy’ 

V. bɯhɯi ‘flow’   +Sfx. -lu > DVA bɯhɯilu ‘flowing’ 

Sentence: 

i) raza-ja  sɯrzilu  gɯsɯ-ni  hɯuwasa 

 Raja-NOM DVA   mind-GNT boy 

 ‘Raja is a creative minded boy.’ 

ii) bɯthɯr-a dɯmɯilu za-baj 

 weather-NOM   DVA        become-IPT 

 ‘The weather has become gloomy.’ 

 

-brɯm: This suffix is added to a few numbers of verbs to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

V. sɯm ‘be black’ +  Sfx. -brɯm > DVA sɯmbrɯm ‘slightly black’ 

Sentence: 

i) bɯi sɯmbrɯm mɯsɯu-wa zɯŋhani 

 that DVA  cow-NOM ours 

 ‘That slightly black cow is ours.’ 

 

-khɔ: This suffix is a class changing derivational suffix and added to only gab ‘cry’ and gi ‘to fear’ verbs and it indicates a 

person’s character. For example: 

V. gab ‘cry’ + Sfx. -khɔ > DVA gabkhɔ ‘easily crying’ 

V. gi ‘to fear’ + Sfx. -khɔ > DVA gibkhɔ ‘timid’ 

Sentence: 

 

i) ɔnaru-wa sase gabkhɔ gɔthɔ 

 Anaru-NOM a DVA child 

 ‘Anaru is an easily crying child.’ 

ii) zɯŋ gikhɔ zanɯ naŋa 

 we DVA be NEG 

 ‘We should not be timid.’ 

 

-khe: This suffix is added to only sɯm ‘be black’ verb to form deverbal adjective. After addition it indicates dark black colour. 

For example: 

V. sɯm ‘be black’ + Sfx. -khe > DVA sɯmkhe ‘dark black’ 

Sentence: 

i) aŋ sɯmkhe   gɔsla-khɯu mɯzaŋ mɯn-a 

 I DVA    shirt-ACC like-NEG 

 ‘I don’t like the dark black shirt.’ 

 

-khɔr: This suffix is added to a few numbers of verb to form deverbal adjective. It is used to indicate a person’s character. For 

example:  

V. za ‘eat’ +  Sfx. -khɔr > DVA zakhɔr ‘voracious’ 

V. lɯŋ ‘drink’ +  Sfx. -khɔr > DVA lɯŋkhɔr ‘more drinker’ 
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Sentence: 

i) bi-jɯ     sase zakhɔr 

 he-NOM   a   DVA 

 ‘He is a voracious.’ 

ii) aŋ-ni      abɯi-ja  sase lɯŋkhɔr   aizɯ-mɯn 

 my-GNT  grandmother-NOM   a DVA   woman-RPT 

 ‘My grandmother was a more drinker woman.’ 

 

-khɯr: It is a class changing derivational suffix. This suffix is added to only sɯm ‘be black’ verb and after addition it represents 

dark green colour. For example:  

V. sɯm ‘be black’ + Sfx. -khɯr > DVA sɯmkhɯr ‘dark green’ 

Sentence: 

i) bɯi bilai-ni       gab-a  sɯmkhɯr 

 that leaf-GNT  colour-NOM     DVA 

 ‘That leaf’s colour is dark green.’ 

 

-gew: This suffix is added to only phur ‘be white’ verb, after addition it represents pale white or colourless meaning. This suffix 

can be used as reduplicative form. For example: 

V. phur ‘be white’ + Sfx. -gew >  DVA phurgew ‘pale white or colourless’ 

Sentence: 

i) ɯŋkhri-ja phurgew    gew    za-baj 

 curry-NOM  DVA     RED     become-IPT 

 ‘The curry has become pale white.’ 

 

-dɔ: This suffix is added to suŋ ‘be short’ verb, and represents short meaning. For example: 

V. suŋ ‘be short’ + Sfx. -dɔ > DVA suŋdɔ ‘short’ 

Sentence: 

i) nɯŋ-ni  khɔnthai-ja       zɯbɯr suŋdɔ 

 you-GNT poem-NOM   very DVA 

 ‘Your poem is very short.’ 

 

-dem: This is a class changing derivational suffix. It can be added only su ‘be cool’ verb and after addition it represents pleasant 

meaning. For Example: 

V. su ‘be cool’ + Sfx. -dem > DVA sudem ‘pleasant’ 

Sentence: 

 

i) sudem  bar bar-dɯŋ 

 DVA  air blow-PCT 

 ‘It is blowing pleasant air.’ 

 

-dɯb: This suffix is added to some verbs to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

V. si ‘be wet’ + Sfx. -dɯb > DVA sidɯb ‘slightly wet’ 

V. suŋ ‘be short’ + Sfx. -dɯb > DVA suŋdɯb ‘slightly short’ 

V. rui ‘to be soft’ + Sfx. -dɯb > DVA ruidɯb ‘slightly soft’ 

Sentence: 

i) aŋ  sidɯb  gɔsla-khɯu    gannɯ mɯzaŋ mɯn-a 

   I    DVA   shirt-ACC put on like NEG 

 ‘I do not like to put on the slightly wet shirt.’ 

ii) bɯi suŋdɯb lawthi-khɯu aŋ-nɯ   labɯ 

 that DVA stick-ACC i-DTC bring 

 ‘Bring that slightly short stick to me.’  

 

-phru: This suffix is added to some verbs to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

V. mɯdɯm ‘to smell’ + Sfx. -phru > DVA mɯdɯmphru ‘fragrant’ 

Sentence: 

i) ba! masi mɯdɯmphru bibar be-jɯ 

 wow! what    DVA  flower it-NOM 

 ‘Wow! what a fragrant flower it is’ 
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-sija: This suffix adds to only baw ‘to forget’ verb to form deverbal adjective. After addition it expresses forgetful meaning. For 

example: 

V. baw ‘to forget’ + Sfx. -sija > DVA bawsija ‘forgetful’ 

Sentence: 

i) zɯŋ bawsija zanɯ naŋa 

 we DVA    be NEG 

 ‘We should not be forgetful.’ 

 

-khreb: This is a class changing denominal adjective denoting suffix. It is added to only ran ‘to dry’ and ham ‘be thin’ verb to 

form deverbal adjective. After addition to both verbs, it indicates ‘thin’ meaning. Sometimes, it is also used as reduplicative form 

and whenever used it represents very thin. For example: 

V. ran ‘to dry’ + Sfx. -khreb >  DVA rankhreb ‘thin’ 

Sentence: 

i) ramu-wa  rankhreb hɯuwasa 

 Ramu-NOM  DVA     boy 

 ‘Ramu is thin boy.’ 

ii) bi-jɯ       lɯmza-nanɯi  hamkhreb  khreb    za-baj 

 he-NOM    fever-SUB  DVA    RED    become-IPT 

 ‘He has become very thin due to fever.’ 

  

-slu: It is added to a few numbers of verb to form deverbal adjective. For example: 

V. mini ‘to smile’ + Sfx. -slu > DVA minislu ‘smiley’ 

V. lazi ‘to shame’ + Sfx. -slu > DVA lazislu ‘shamefaced’ 

Sentence: 

i) nɯŋ-ni  mɯkhaŋ-khɯu ɔrajbɯ minislu     nu-jɯ 

 you-GNT face-ACC always   DVA    look-PIT 

 ‘Your face always looks smiley.’ 

ii) sima-ja       sase    lazislu   hinzawsa 

 Sima-NOM   a DVA     girl 

 ‘Sima is a shamefaced girl.’ 

 

-khreŋ: This suffix is added to only ham ‘be thin’ verb and creates deverbal adjective. For example:  

V. ham ‘be thin’ + Sfx. -khreŋ > DVA hamkhreŋ ‘thin’ 

Sentence: 

i) aŋ  hamkhreŋ zanɯ lubɯi-ja 

 I      DVA be want-NOM 

 ‘I do not want to be thin.’ 

 

-phram: This is a class changing derivational suffix. It can be added a few numbers of verb to form deverbal adjective. For 

example: 

V. mɯn ‘be ripen’ + Sfx. -phram > DVA mɯnpham ‘half ripened’ 

V. kham ‘to burn’ + Sfx. -phram > DVA khamphram ‘half burned’ 

Sentence: 

 

i) be  thaizɯu-wa  mɯnphram 

 this  mango-NOM DVA 

 ‘This mango is half ripened.’ 

ii) khamphram ɯŋkham-khɯu    aŋ  zanɯ mɯzaŋmɯn-a 

 DVA     rice-ACC     I    eat      like-NEG 

 ‘I do not like to eat half burned rice.’ 

 

-phɯd: This suffix is added to only ra ‘be mature’ verb. After addition it represents matured or strong meaning. For example: 

V. ra ‘be mature’ + Sfx. phɯd > DVA raphɯd ‘strong’ 

Sentence: 

 

i) bi-jɯ     sase raphɯd   gɔthɔ 

 he-NOM      a  DVA    child 

 ‘He is a strong child.’ 
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-thaŋ: This suffix is added to only khɯi ‘to be sour’ verb to form deverbal adjective and after addition it indicates tasteless sour. 

For example: 

V. khɯi ‘to be sour’ + Sfx. -thaŋ > DVA khɯithaŋ ‘tasteless sour’ 

Sentence: 

i) bebajdi  khɯithaŋ thaizɯu-khɯu aŋ  za-ja 

 such    DVA mango-ACC I     eat-NEG 

 ‘I do not eat such kind of tasteless sour mango.’ 

 

-thaw: It is a class changing derivational suffix. This suffix is added to a few verbs to form deverbal adjectives. For example: 

V. gɯmɯ ‘to amaze’  + Sfx. -thaw > DVA gɯmɯthaw ‘incredible’ 

V. za ‘to eat’   +Sfx. thaw > DVA zathaw ‘eatable’ 

Sentence: 

i) aŋ  bebajdi gɯmɯthaw zathai nupherakhɯi-mɯn 

 I      such DVA  incident  ever see-RPT 

 ‘I ever had not seen such kind of incredible incident.’ 

ii) bɯi thalir-khɯu zathaw thaw nu-dɯŋ 

 that banana-ACC DVA RED look-PCT 

 ‘That banana looked eatable.’  

 

-dula~ -duli: These are added to only ba ‘be idle’ verb, after addition these indicate nature of a person. -dula is used for 

masculine gender and -duli is used for feminine gender. For example: 

V. ba ‘be idle’ + Sfx. -dula > DVA badula ‘idle’ MASC. 

V. ba ‘be idle’ + Sfx. -duli > DVA baduli ‘idle’ FEM. 

Sentence: 

i) badula hɯuwa-phɯr-khɯu aŋ  mɯzaŋmɯn-a 

 DVA   man-PL-ACC I      like-NEG 

 ‘I do not like idle men.’ 

 

ii) sɔmajna-ja sase baduli  aizɯ 

 Samaina-NOM   a      DVA woman 

 ‘Samaina is an idle woman.’ 

 

-dla: This suffix is added to a few numbers of verbs to form deverbal adjective. For Example: 

V. limɯn ‘to glib’ + Sfx. -dla > DVA limɯndla ‘glib’ 

V. phur ‘to be white’ +  Sfx. -dla > DVA phurdla ‘pale white’ 

Sentence: 

i) mɯzaŋɯi   tabaj    zaiga-ja limɯndla 

 carefully     walk     place-NOM     DVA 

 ‘Walk carefully, the place is glib.’ 

 

-le: This is a class changing derivational deverbal adjective denoting suffix. It can be added to a few numbers of verb to form 

deverbal adjective. For example: 

V. gubuŋ ‘be pollute’  + Sfx. -le > DVA gubuŋle ‘polluted’ 

V. thɯu ‘to be deep’  + Sfx. le > DVA thɯule ‘shallow’ 

Sentence: 

i) gubuŋle  dɯi-khɯu da-lɯŋ 

 DVA water-ACC NEG-drink 

 ‘Do not drink the polluted water.’ 

 

-rɯm: It is a class changing derivational suffix. It is added to a limited number of verbs to form deverbal adjective. It can be 

added za ‘be red’, khɯi ‘be sour’ and dɯi ‘be sweet’ verbs to form adjective. It can be used as reduplicative form in a sentence. 

After addition to za ‘be red’ verb it indicates reddish colour and when it adds to khɯi ‘be sour’ and dɯi ‘be sweet’ verbs it 

indicates little bit sour and little bit sweet respectively. For example: 

V. za ‘be red’ +  Sfx. -rɯm > DVA zarɯm ‘reddish’ 

V. khɯi ‘be sour + Sfx. -rɯm > DVA khɯirɯm ‘little bit sour’ 

V. dɯi ‘be sweet’ + Sfx. -rɯm > DVA dɯirɯm ‘little bit sweet’ 

Sentence: 

i) bɯi bibar-a zarɯm    rɯm zabɯ-dɯŋ 

 that flower-NOM DVA   RED become-PCT 

 ‘That flower is becoming reddish.’ 
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ii) be thaizɯu-khɯu khɯirɯm mɯnza-jɯ 

 this mango-ACC DVA     taste-PIT 

 ‘This mango tastes little bit sour.’ 

 

-brud: This is a class changing deverbal adjective denoting suffix. It is added to only duŋ ‘be hot’ verb to form deverbal 

adjective, after addition to duŋ it indicates medium hot meaning. For example: 

V. duŋ ‘be hot’ + Sfx. -brud > DVA duŋbrud ‘medium hot’ 

Sentence: 

i) aŋ   duŋbrud    dɯi lɯŋnɯ   mɯzaŋmɯnɯ 

   I       DVA water to drink     like 

 ‘I like to drink medium hot water.’ 

 

-rɯu: This suffix is added to only za ‘be red’ verb to form deverbal adjective and after addition to za it expresses reddish colour. 

For example: 

V. za ‘be red’ + Sfx. -rɯu > DVA zarɯu ‘reddish’ 

Sentence: 

i) sikhla-khɯu zarɯu  gɔsla-zɯŋ     zɯbɯr  sɔmajna      nu-dɯŋ 

  girl-ACC DVA shirt-INS   very     beautiful     look-PCT 

 ‘The girl is looking very beautiful with reddish shirt.’  

 

-sib: It is a class changing derivational suffix. It can be added to only khɯi ‘be sour’ verb to derive deverbal adjective and after 

adding it indicates slightly sour. Sometimes this suffix is used as reduplicative form, nonetheless it does not indicate other 

meaning. For example: 

V. khɯi ‘be sour’ + Sfx. -sib > DVA khɯisib ‘slightly sour’ 

Sentence: 

i) khɔmla-khɯu khɯisib  sib mɯnza-jɯ 

 orange-ACC  DVA   RED    taste-PIT 

 ‘The orange tastes slightly sour.’ 

 

-slaŋ: This is a class changing derivational adjective denoting suffix used to derive deverbal adjective. It is added to only phur ‘be 

white’ verb and after addition it indicates whitish. It can be used as reduplicative form. For example: 

V. phur ‘be white’ + Sfx. -slaŋ > DVA phurslaŋ ‘whitish’ 

Sentence: 

i) bɯi phurslaŋ   slaŋ  mɯsɯu-wa zɯŋhani 

 that DVA    RED   cow-NOM ours 

 ‘That whitish cow is ours.’ 

  

1.2.2. Denominal adjective 

 

Adjectives those are derived from noun are called denominal adjective. Denominal adjectives are formed through suffixation 

method of word formation. -bru, -ari, -law, -bɔ, -sraŋ, -ri are the denominal adjective denoting suffix. These all suffixes are class 

changing derivational suffix. These are added after noun word and turns into denominal adjective. The formation of denominal 

adjectives by these suffixes are discussed below: 

 

-bru: It is a class changing denominal adjective denoting suffix. It can be added to only dɯi ‘water’ noun word and after addition 

it indicates watery meaning. For example: 

N. dɯi ‘water’ + Sfx. -bru > DNA dɯibru ‘watery’ 

Sentence: 

i) dɯibru  ɯŋkhri-khɯu   aŋ  zanɯ mɯzaŋmɯn-a 

 DNA    curry-ACC    I     eat      like-NEG 

 ‘I do not like to eat the watery curry.’ 

  

-ari: It is added to a limited number of nouns to form denominal adjective. It has two allomorphs like- -jari and -wari. For 

example: 

N. harimu ‘culture’ + Sfx. -ari > DNA harimuwari ‘cultural’ 

N. zarimin ‘history’ + Sfx. -ari > DNA zariminari ‘historical’ 

Sentence: 

i) bisɯr harimuwari  badajnaj khuŋnɯ   nagir-dɯŋ 

 they DNA        competition   organize   go-PCT 

 ‘They are going to organize a cultural competition.’ 
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ii) be-jɯ     gaŋse  zariminari   sɔlɔma 

 this-NOM  a      DNA  novel 

 ‘This is a historical novel.’ 

 

-law: It is added to only dɯi ‘water’ noun to form denominal adjective. For example: 

N. dɯi (water) + Sfx. -law > DNA dɯilaw ‘watery’ 

Sentence: 

i) aŋ  labɯ-naj gaikher-a zɯbɯr dɯilaw 

 I     bring-SFX  milk-NOM very DNA 

 ‘The milk which I brought is very watery.’ 

 

-bɔ: It is also added to only dɯi ‘water’ noun, after addition it indicates full of water meaning.  For example: 

N. dɯi ‘water’ + Sfx. -bɔ > DNA dɯibɔ ‘full of water’ 

Sentence: 

i) ɔkha hanaj zahɯnaw phɯthar-a dɯibɔ  zabaj 

 rain raining  due to  field-NOM DNA be-IPT 

 ‘The field has got full of water due to raining.’ 

 

-sraŋ: It is also added to only dɯi ‘water’ noun. For example: 

N. dɯi ‘water’ + Sfx. -sraŋ > DNA dɯisraŋ ‘transparent’ 

Sentence: 

i) ɯŋkhri-khɯu dɯisraŋ   nu-dɯŋ 

  curry-ACC DNA  look-PCT 

 ‘The curry looked transparent.’ 

 

-ri: This is a class changing derivational adjective denoting suffix. This is added to only haina ‘beauty’ noun to form denominal 

adjective. For example: 

N. hajna ‘beauty’ + Sfx. -ri > DNA hajnari ‘attractive’ 

Sentence: 

i) ba! zɯbɯr hajnari   zajga 

 wow! very DNA   place 

 ‘Wow! what an attractive place it is.’ 

 

1.2.3. Compound Adjective 

 

In Bodo language, there can find some compound adjectives. Most of the Bodo compound adjectives are formed by combining 

two words into a single word. The compound adjectives found in Bodo are discussed below: 

 

Noun + Adjective > Compound Adjective:  Many compound adjectives are formed by combining a noun and an adjective. In 

this process the combined noun and adjective may be primary and derivational. For example: 

N. gɯhɯ ‘power’ + DVA gɯra ‘hard’ > C. ADJ gɯhɯ-gɯra ‘powerful or strong’ 

N. bikhlɯ ‘gall’ +  DVA rɯza ‘thick’ > C. ADJ bikhlɯ-rɯza ‘courageous’ 

N. gɯsɯ ‘mind or heart’ +DVA guduŋ ‘hot’ > C. ADJ gɯsɯ-guduŋ ‘active’ 

N. gɯsɯ ‘mind or heart’ +DVA ‘guwar ‘broad’ >  C. ADJ gɯsɯ-guwar ‘broad-minded’ 

Sentence: 

i) rajuw-a  sase gɯhɯ-gɯra  hɯuwa 

 Raju-NOM a C. ADJ  man 

 ‘Raju is a strong man.’ 

ii) bi-jɯ    sase   gɯsɯ-guduŋ phɔrajsa 

 he-NOM    a      C. ADJ  student 

 ‘He is an active student.’ 

 

Verb + Adjective > Compound Adjective: In this process compound adjective is formed by combining a verb and an adjective 

and these may be derivational verb and derivational adjective. For example: 

V. baj ‘buy’  + ADJ gɯdan ‘new’ >  C. ADJ baj-gɯdan ‘recently bought’ 

V. maw ‘to work’+ ADJ gɯdan ‘new’ >  C. ADJ maw-gɯdan ‘recently done’ 

Sentence: 

i) be-jɯ    baj-gɯdan gari 

 It-NOM   C. ADJ  car 

 ‘It is recently bought car.’ 
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Adjective + Adjective > Compound Adjective: In this process compound adjective is formed by combing two adjective words. 

For example: 

ADJ mɯzaŋ ‘good’ + ADJ gazri ‘bad’ >  C. ADJ mɯzaŋ-garzi ‘good and bad’ 

ADJ undɯi ‘young’ + ADJ geder ‘elder or big’ >  C. ADJ undɯi-geder ‘young and old’ 

Sentence: 

 

i) be mulugaw   mɯzaŋ-gazri   mɯnnɯibɯ  dɔŋ 

 this universe  C. ADJ      both   exist 

 ‘There exists both good and bad in this universe.’ 

 

 

 

1.3 Findings 

a) There is chiefly two types of adjectives found in Bodo i.e.- primary adjective and derived adjective. 

b) Primary adjectives are independent unit and have own meaning. 

c) Derived adjective is classified into three classes i.e.- deverbal adjective, denominal adjective and compound adjective. 

d) deverbal adjectives are formed by attaching class changing derivational prefix and suffix to verb. 

e) Denominal adjectives are formed by attaching class changing derivational suffix to noun. 

f) Compound adjectives are formed by combining two words. 

g) Most of the Bodo adjectives are disyllabic and polysyllabic. 

 

1.4 Conclusion 

Adjective constitutes a very large portion in Bodo vocabulary. It is closely related to noun and pronoun. From the above study it 

is cleared that Bodo has primary and derived adjective. Primary adjective is very less in comparison to derived adjectives. There 

is no difference in usage between primary adjectives and derived adjectives. Both adjectives are placed before or after noun and 

pronoun and gives information about noun and pronoun. Derived adjectives are formed from verb and noun through prefixation 

and suffixation methods of word formation and named as deverbal adjective and denominal adjective respectively. The 

derivational prefixes and suffixes play a vital role in forming derived adjectives. Compound adjective is very rare though there 

has some compound adjectives and its usage in Bodo.  

 

Abbreviation 

ACC  Accusative Case    N.  Noun 

ADJ  Adjective    NEG  Negative 

C. ADJ  Compound Adjective   NOM  Nominative Case 

DNA  Denominal Adjective   PCT  Present Continuous Tense 

DTC  Dative Case    Pfx.  Prefix 

DVA  Deverbal Adjective   PIT  Present Indefinite Tense 

FEM  Feminine    PL  Plural 

GNT  Genitive Case    RED  Reduplication 

IPT  Immediate Past Tense   RPT  Remote Past Tense 

INS  Instrumental Case   Sfx.  Suffix 

LOC  Locative Case    SUB  Subordinator 

MASC  Masculine    V.  Verb 
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