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Abstract  

India-Bangladesh relations have evolved significantly over the decades, with Sheikh Hasina’s leadership from 

2009 to 2024 marking a period of unprecedented cooperation and stability between the two nations. This paper 

examines the trajectory of bilateral relations under Hasina and explores the potential challenges and opportunities 

for India-Bangladesh ties in the post-Hasina era. The paper discusses the political, economic, and security 

dynamics that have shaped the partnership, including landmark agreements such as the 2015 Land Boundary 

Agreement and collaborations in trade, counterterrorism, and regional connectivity. While the post-Hasina 

period presents several challenges, such as potential political shifts, increased Chinese influence in Bangladesh, 

and border security concerns, it also offers significant opportunities for continued cooperation, particularly in 

economic growth, environmental sustainability, and cultural diplomacy. By analyzing the key drivers of India-

Bangladesh relations and the likely scenarios post-Hasina, this paper aims to provide insights into the future of 

South Asian diplomacy and the role both countries will play in shaping regional stability and prosperity. 
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1. Introduction 

India and Bangladesh share a unique relationship rooted in history, geography, and culture. The partnership, 

which began with India’s crucial role in Bangladesh’s liberation in 1971, has grown into a multidimensional and 

strategic alliance. From trade and connectivity to security and water-sharing, the two nations have developed 

mechanisms for cooperation that underscore their interdependence. With shared borders stretching over 4,000 

kilometers and overlapping cultural identities, their relationship significantly impacts the broader South Asian 

region. 

Sheikh Hasina, as Bangladesh’s Prime Minister since 2009, has been instrumental in fostering closer ties with 

India. Her administration’s commitment to resolving historical disputes and strengthening economic cooperation 

has resulted in notable achievements. Milestones such as the signing of the 2015 Land Boundary Agreement, the 

implementation of regional connectivity projects, and Bangladesh becoming India’s largest trading partner in 

South Asia illustrate the depth of bilateral collaboration under her leadership. Hasina’s pragmatic diplomacy, 
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including cooperation on counterterrorism and management of cross-border migration, has further cemented the 

foundation of India-Bangladesh ties. 

Despite these successes, the relationship has faced challenges. Contentious issues like the unresolved Teesta 

water-sharing agreement, concerns over the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) and the National Register of 

Citizens (NRC) in India, and the handling of the Rohingya refugee crisis have tested the resilience of bilateral 

ties. Yet, the strong personal rapport between Sheikh Hasina and Indian leaders, including Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, has helped navigate such complexities. 

As Sheikh Hasina’s tenure approaches its conclusion, the future of India-Bangladesh relations appears uncertain. 

The possibility of a leadership change in Bangladesh raises critical questions about the continuity of the 

cooperative framework established during her time in office. Domestically, Bangladesh’s opposition parties, 

particularly the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), have often taken a more adversarial stance toward India, 

emphasizing nationalist rhetoric that could strain bilateral ties. 

On the regional stage, new challenges loom large. The growing influence of China in South Asia, particularly 

through Bangladesh’s participation in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), presents a competitive dynamic that 

India cannot ignore. Additionally, shared challenges like climate change, border management, and energy 

security will demand innovative solutions and sustained dialogue. 

 

This paper aims to explore the legacy of Sheikh Hasina’s foreign policy toward India and to assess the potential 

pathways for bilateral relations in the post-Sheikh Hasina era. By examining historical trends, the evolving 

geopolitical landscape, and emerging opportunities, this study seeks to provide insights into how India and 

Bangladesh can sustain and enhance their partnership while addressing sensitive and complex issues. 

2. Historical Background of India-Bangladesh Relations 

India and Bangladesh share a unique bond forged through shared history, culture, and geography. The 

relationship between the two countries has been defined by a series of complex interactions, marked by periods 

of cooperation, tension, and resolution. 

2.1.Pre-Sheikh Hasina Era (1947-2009) 

Following the partition of British India in 1947, Bangladesh (then East Pakistan) found itself in a geopolitical 

and cultural rivalry with its western counterpart, West Pakistan. For many years, India’s involvement in 

Bangladesh’s political landscape was influenced by the region’s turbulent relationship with Pakistan. The 

situation culminated in the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971, which was heavily supported by India, resulting 

in the creation of an independent Bangladesh. This victory in war laid the foundation for future diplomatic 

engagement but also sowed seeds of rivalry, particularly with Pakistan. 

The relationship between India and Bangladesh in the decades following independence was marked by early 

cooperation in areas like security and trade but also marred by issues such as water-sharing, border security, and 
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political instability in Bangladesh. The 1980s and 1990s were particularly challenging for bilateral relations, 

with tensions over the Farakka Barrage, a key water-sharing dispute, and the Bangladesh government’s internal 

instability, especially during periods of military rule. Despite these challenges, India and Bangladesh maintained 

close ties, with India often playing a stabilizing role in Bangladesh’s internal conflicts, including the 1990 fall 

of the Ershad regime. 

2.2.Sheikh Hasina’s Leadership (2009-2024) 

The ascent of Sheikh Hasina to power in 2009 marked a significant turning point in India-Bangladesh relations. 

Over the course of her tenure, Hasina prioritized strengthening diplomatic and economic ties with India, 

recognizing the strategic importance of maintaining a cooperative relationship with its larger neighbor. Her 

government’s proactive approach led to the resolution of several long-standing issues, transforming the bilateral 

relationship from one of suspicion to mutual respect and partnership. 

A landmark achievement during Hasina’s time in office was the signing of the Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) 

in 2015, which resolved one of the most contentious issues between the two countries—the demarcation of their 

border. This agreement allowed the exchange of land enclaves, a move that was widely seen as a triumph of 

diplomacy and a testament to Hasina’s leadership. 

Additionally, Hasina was instrumental in enhancing security cooperation, particularly in the fight against 

terrorism and insurgency. India and Bangladesh worked together to combat cross-border terrorism and organized 

crime, resulting in greater regional stability. Both countries also witnessed growth in trade and economic 

cooperation, with India emerging as one of Bangladesh’s largest trading partners, while India benefited from 

Bangladesh’s strategic location as a key transit hub for trade and energy. 

Under Hasina’s leadership, cultural diplomacy also flourished, with initiatives to strengthen people-to-people 

ties, educational exchanges, and joint cultural celebrations that have helped build mutual understanding. 

While Hasina’s tenure brought stability and progress, there were still areas of concern. Issues such as the sharing 

of river waters (including the Teesta River) and the situation of the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh sometimes 

strained relations, though they were managed through diplomatic channels. Hasina’s foreign policy also balanced 

India’s influence with growing ties to China, which introduced new complexities to the geopolitical landscape. 

3. Challenges to India-Bangladesh Relations Post-Sheikh Hasina 

While Sheikh Hasina’s leadership has been pivotal in fostering a period of stability and cooperation, her eventual 

departure from office is likely to usher in a new set of challenges for India-Bangladesh relations. These 

challenges will be driven by political shifts, evolving geopolitical dynamics, and regional security concerns. 

3.1.Political Shifts in Bangladesh 

One of the most significant factors influencing the future of India-Bangladesh relations will be the political 

landscape in Bangladesh after Hasina. Her leadership has been largely unchallenged, but the opposition, led by 

the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and other political forces, has often criticized her administration for its 

http://www.ijrti.org/


© 2025 IJRTI | Volume 10, Issue 1 January 2025 | ISSN: 2456-3315 

IJRTI2501119 International Journal for Research Trends and Innovation (www.ijrti.org) a985 
 

authoritarian tendencies. If the opposition were to come to power, the tone of Bangladesh's foreign policy, 

including its relationship with India, could shift. A change in leadership may lead to a reevaluation of the 

priorities that have defined the relationship over the last decade, especially if the new government favors a more 

independent or less India-centric approach. 

3.2.Geopolitical Realignments 

Bangladesh's strategic positioning in the Bay of Bengal and its growing role in the Indo-Pacific will continue to 

influence its foreign policy decisions. Over the past few years, Bangladesh has strengthened ties with China, 

especially under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), focusing on infrastructure development and investment. As 

China deepens its engagement in the region, India’s influence in Bangladesh could be challenged, particularly 

in sectors like infrastructure, trade, and energy. Bangladesh’s increasing dependency on China for development 

assistance might create tensions, especially if China’s growing presence is perceived as a challenge to India’s 

regional dominance. 

3.3.Border and Security Issues 

Despite improvements in border management and security cooperation during Hasina's tenure, India and 

Bangladesh still face challenges related to illegal immigration, border security, and the cross-border movement 

of insurgents. Future governments in Bangladesh may not prioritize the same level of cooperation, which could 

result in renewed tensions along the long and porous border. Disputes over water-sharing arrangements, 

especially the Teesta River, could also resurface as both countries face increasing water scarcity due to climate 

change and population pressures. 

3.4.Internal Political Instability in Bangladesh 

A potential return to political instability within Bangladesh, marked by street protests, electoral violence, or 

military intervention, could further complicate its foreign policy. Any such instability might reduce Bangladesh’s 

ability to maintain stable, long-term relations with India, as political factions within the country may adopt more 

populist, anti-India rhetoric to gain domestic support. Such internal turmoil would also distract from cooperative 

efforts to address transnational issues like terrorism and climate change, which are crucial for bilateral relations. 

4. New Era of Diplomacy: Opportunities and Prospects 

While challenges are inevitable, the post-Hasina era also holds several opportunities for deepening India-

Bangladesh relations. Both countries face numerous regional and global challenges that could promote even 

greater cooperation in areas of mutual interest. 

4.1.Regional Cooperation and Connectivity 

One of the most promising areas for cooperation lies in enhancing regional connectivity and economic 

integration. The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 

and the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation have the potential to foster deeper collaboration between India, Bangladesh, 

and other South Asian and Southeast Asian nations. India’s “Act East” policy, which seeks to connect India to 
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Southeast Asia and the larger Indo-Pacific region, can find significant support through stronger ties with 

Bangladesh, especially in the areas of trade, infrastructure development, and maritime security. 

4.2.Economic Growth and Trade 

Bangladesh’s economy is one of the fastest-growing in South Asia, with significant progress in sectors like 

textiles, manufacturing, and agriculture. For India, deepening economic ties with Bangladesh represents an 

opportunity to expand its trade network, secure energy supplies, and promote infrastructure projects, particularly 

in the eastern and northeastern regions of India. The India-Bangladesh Trade and Transport Agreement could be 

further developed to unlock economic potential and ensure a mutually beneficial relationship. Additionally, joint 

ventures in sectors like power, technology, and pharmaceuticals could pave the way for more robust economic 

exchanges. 

4.3.People-to-People Relations and Cultural Diplomacy 

People-to-people ties between India and Bangladesh have always been strong, and this remains a critical area 

for sustaining goodwill and mutual understanding. Increased educational exchanges, tourism, and joint cultural 

projects can promote closer relationships, particularly among the younger generations. Initiatives like the India-

Bangladesh Cultural Exchange Program and youth diplomacy can help bridge the gap created by political 

differences and ensure that the future of India-Bangladesh relations is grounded in shared cultural ties. 

4.4.Climate Change and Environmental Cooperation 

As both India and Bangladesh face the brunt of climate change, particularly in the form of flooding, cyclones, 

and rising sea levels, environmental cooperation will be crucial. Joint efforts on disaster management, climate 

resilience, and the sustainable management of shared resources like the Ganges-Brahmaputra Delta could serve 

as an area where both nations can forge stronger ties. Given Bangladesh’s vulnerability to climate change, India 

could play a key role in offering technological assistance and collaborative efforts for adaptation. 

5. Conclusion 

The relationship between India and Bangladesh, shaped by decades of shared history, cultural connections, and 

political complexities, has undergone significant transformation under Sheikh Hasina’s leadership. Her tenure 

has been marked by a focus on cooperation, peace-building, and strengthening bilateral ties across key areas 

such as trade, security, and cultural diplomacy. The Land Boundary Agreement (LBA), security collaborations, 

and robust economic exchanges are just a few examples of the progress made under Hasina’s leadership, setting 

a strong foundation for future diplomatic efforts. 

However, the post-Hasina era will present both challenges and opportunities for India-Bangladesh relations. A 

potential shift in Bangladesh’s domestic political landscape could lead to new diplomatic approaches, which may 

challenge India’s influence in the region, especially as Bangladesh deepens its ties with China. Border security 

concerns, geopolitical realignments, and water-sharing disputes are likely to remain key issues in the years to 

come. Yet, there are also significant avenues for collaboration, especially in areas like regional connectivity, 

economic growth, climate change, and cultural exchanges. By navigating these challenges with strategic 
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diplomacy and an emphasis on mutual cooperation, India and Bangladesh have the potential to usher in a new 

era of bilateral relations that not only benefits both countries but also contributes to regional stability and 

prosperity. 

Ultimately, the future of India-Bangladesh relations will depend on both nations’ ability to adapt to changing 

political dynamics while maintaining their long-standing historical ties. Strengthening their partnership, 

particularly through economic and cultural collaboration, could play a key role in addressing shared challenges, 

from border management to climate change, and shaping a peaceful, prosperous South Asia. 
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