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Abstract: This study aims to identify the errors, its types and sources of errors along with the efforts 

taken to improve the errors while using English as a second language by the secondary level students at 

Islamic Mission School, Aligarh. 9th and 10th grade students were given writing pre-test and post-test to 

identify the errors in their English writing and how to overcome them along with acquiring multiple 

languages side by side. In this case study Error analysis also helps the teachers to perform effective activities, 

tasks and needful instructions for better teaching and learning of English language which can be effortful for 

committing less errors than before by the secondary level students. The findings of this case study 

determined that the errors made by the students were grammatical errors than that of vocabulary and spelling. 

The reasons are students were not able to identify or understand the grammar rules of English language 

properly and construct proper grammatically correct sentences. The teachers were advised to give more clear 

instructions related to grammatical rules and to teach boundaries between the grammatical rules of other 

language students are acquiring in the multilingual school setting at the same time they are acquiring English 

language. To avoid errors in language acquisition by the learners and development of language acquisition 

proficiently in the learners, teachers play an important role in delivering the classes to the learners, which 

helps them to deal with the interferences.  

 

Keywords: Error Analysis, Language Acquisition, Multilingual Setting, Secondary Level Students, 

Language Development, English Writing, Case Study. 

 

1. Introduction: 

Language is a means of communication which is based on basic four types of skills which are listening, 

speaking, reading and writing (LSRW). Language is generally a medium of expressions to covey thoughts 

and ideas which turns speech sounds into combined words and which further turns words into combined 

sentences makes the thought and ideas presentable. If the thoughts and ideas are not properly combined in 

meaningful and grammatically correct manner, the thoughts and ideas cannot be conveyed well with proper 

understanding. 

Language is the first or primary tool a human use it to communicate with others. It also allows us to share 

emotions, ideas, and information. Language is used to maintain the social contacts, cultural norms, and 

transmit knowledge from one generation to another.  
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Indian students acquire English as their second language or foreign language. Where writing is a complex 

task and writing in English as a second acquired language makes the task more difficult or complicated. 

Writing is a productive skill which works as the cognitive process of making ideas in the mother tongue or 

first language and then translating them into the second language or foreign language. While doing the 

translation students commit many errors in their writings. To detect the errors in the writings “Error 

Analysis” makes efforts in identifying, classifying, and evaluating those errors and help to reduce the errors 

in the English writing of the students. The students of secondary level at Islamic Mission School in Aligarh 

found to commit several errors in English writing as their second language. Errors are generally natural for 

the learners of English language as their secondly acquired language. But it is essential to minimize the 

errors in the learner’s English writings for their language proficiency. Writing has always been an essential 

tool for academic purposes in educational system in India. While checking the students’ answer paper or 

written composition, it is found that almost all the students’ written texts have errors. The Written text should 

be authentic grammatically, ordered logically, comprehensible semantically, and precise syntactically. It is 

difficult for students to learn how to write composition fluently and accurately to pass the examinations and 

get success in other future opportunities. A proper command of writing is an important aspect that all 

students at school should strive to reach the level of knowledge which is useful to be fluent in language 

acquisition especially from the ICSE board.  

Error Analysis is an appropriate technique that can influence and support proper learning and teaching of 

English as a second language. It is known that learning English as a second language or a foreign language is 

a mandatory process in the Indian education system from ICSE board, during which errors are to be expected 

in every stage of learning. Error Analysis can be the best technique for right description and explanation of 

errors committed by the secondary level students at Islamic Mission School. Investigating students’ written 

work will provide the teachers a help to distinguish the errors as one of the challenging issues in teaching and 

learning English as a second language or foreign language. Error analysis can be very helpful for designing 

the syllabus and teaching methods in such manner that will minimize the occurrence of errors in the written 

text of English. 

This case study was conducted with the idea of finding the kinds of error which are interrupting the learning 

of English language by the secondary level students that are 9th and 10th grade students at Islamic Mission 

School of Aligarh district in the academic year (2023-2024). There were 115 participants including 50 boys 

and 65 girls. They were asked to write a composition of about 200 to 300 words on a general topic in 30 

minutes. The topic was “We are happier than our forefathers. Do you agree or disagree and why?.” The data 

were categorised and analysed according to the strength of errors. It was investigated that students committed 

--------------- types of errors. On the finding of this paper, a set of suggestions were given to improve the 

proficiency and accuracy of students in English writing. 

 

1.1 Objective of the Study: 

The objectives of the study were:  

1.1.1 To explore the kinds of errors made by the secondary level EFL students at Islamic Mission School, 

Aligarh 

1.1.2 To investigate the most committed errors that students are making in their written composition during 

exams. 

1.1.3 To find out the possible reasons or sources of the errors which were common in all the write ups 

collected.  

1.1.4 To suggest the proper techniques and instruct the teachers and students which can minimize such 

errors.  

1.1.5 To make the teachers and students aware of the right and fluent command on English language. 
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2. Literature Review: 
Literature review include basic concepts on the difference between Errors and mistakes, categories of errors, 

error analysis, sources of errors, processing of error analysis, significance of error analysis and studies on 

error analysis. 

 

2.1: Mistake and Error: 

Mistake is a deviation from a linguistic rule that occurs due to a lack in memory or attention. It is a 

temporary slip-up that is not affected by the knowledge or understanding of the language system. Both the 

native speakers and second language learners can make mistakes and they are often corrected quickly 

without any effort. While Error is persistent or it is a systematic deviation from a linguistic rule that occurs 

due to a lack in understanding or knowledge of the language system. It is a more fundamental difficulty with 

a learner’s linguistic competence. Errors are more likely to occur in learners’ early level of acquisition of a 

language as they are under the process of forming their understanding of the language rules. 

 

Richard and Schmidt (2002) tell about error as “the use of language in a way which fluent or native speaker 

of the language regards as faulty or incomplete learning” (p. 184). Richards (1984) states a mistake is made 

by a learner when writing or speaking is caused by lack of “attention, fatigue, carelessness, or other aspects 

of performance” (p.95). Norrish (1987) defines an error as a “systematic deviation when a learner has not 

learnt something and consistently gets it wrong” (p.7). Norrish (1987) defines mistakes as an inconsistent 

deviation, which means sometimes the learner “gets it right but sometimes gets it wrong” (p.8). Ellis (1996, 

p.710) and Brown (2002, p.220) distinguished between covert and overt errors by defining and explaining 

covert errors to be “grammatically correct but not interpretable within the context of communication, 

whereas overt errors refer to the obviously grammatical utterances”. 

 

In summary, mistakes are slips of the tongue or pen that even native speakers make, on the other hand errors 

are due to the deeper gap or lack in linguistic knowledge. Understanding this difference is important for 

language teaching and learning process and to have more affective with less difficulty in teaching and 

learning the English as second language in a multilingual setting.  

 

2.2 Categories of Errors: 

Linguistic errors can be categorised in a number of ways, but one common way is to categorise them by the 

level of language learning at which they occur. This gives us four important and sub categories: 

 

2.2.1 Phonological Errors: These errors occur due to the production or perception of wrong speech sound 

instead of the right one.  

For Example: A child might say “Lub” instead of “love” or “Gib” instead of “Give”. 

 

2.2.2 Lexical Errors: These errors occur due to the involvement of wrongly use words in a sentence. 

For Example: A learner might use the wrong word, such as saying “Normal” instead of saying “Medium” or 

they they might use a word in the wrong context, such as saying “I am feeling dizzy” when he wants to 

actually convey the meaning that he is feeling “tired”. 

 

 

2.2.3 Morphological Errors: These errors occur due to the formation of wrong words in a sentence. 

For example: A learner might use the wrong verb tense, such as saying “I comed to the office’ instead of 

saying “I came to the office” or they might also add a suffix to a word, such as saying “Eated” instead of 

saying “Eat” or “Ate”. 
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2.2.4 Syntactic Errors: These errors are due to the wrong arrangement of words in a sentence. 

For example: A learner might put the subject and verb in the wrong grammatical order, such as saying 

“Came I to the office” instead of saying “I came to the office” or they might also omit a word in a sentence, 

such as saying “ I went the office” instead of “I went to the office”. 

 

Error analysis is a field of applied linguistic which studies the errors that language learners make. Errors 

analysts have identified a number of different categories of errors which are: 

 

2.2.5 Interlingual Errors: These errors occur when learners apply the rules of their mother tongue to the 

language acquired. 

For example: An Indian EFL learner might say “I khaya apple” instead of “I ate an apple” because that is 

how the sentence would be formed in Hindi or Urdu. 

2.2.6 Intralingual Errors: These errors occur when learners make errors within the target language that is in 

second acquired language itself 

For example: An Indian EFL learner might say “I seen the table” instead of “I saw the table”. 

 

2.2.7 Overgeneralization Errors: These Errors occur when EFL learners apply a rule too broadly. 

For example: A learner might learn that the past tense of regular verbs is formed by adding ‘–ed’, and then 

overgeneralize this rule to irregular verbs saying “I comed to the office” instead of saying “I came to the 

office”.   

 

2.2.8 Incomplete Learning Errors: These errors occur when learners have not yet completely or fully 

acquired a particular rule or grammatical structure. 

For example: A learner might know that English has a plural form of noun, but they might not have yet 

learned the different ways to form the plural. As a result, they might say “Childs” instead of “Children” or 

“Feets” instead of “Feet”. 

 

2.2.9 Developmental Errors: These errors are a natural part of the language learning process. They occur as 

learners are developing their understanding of the language system. 

For example: A learner might say “Me want cookie” instead of “I want a cookie”. 

 

The above categories are just a few of the many different categories of errors that language learners can 

make. Errors can be categorised in number of ways.   

   

2.3 Sources of Errors: 

H.Douglas Brown (2000) states that there are two sources of errors which are: 

1. Interlingual transfer  

2. Intralingual transfer 

Where Interlingual transfer is such a source of error which influences the second language learning due to the 

interference of the mother tongue of the learner and on the other side intralingual transfer is such a source of 

error which influences the second language learning due to the wrong generalization of the rules with in the 

second language itself. 

 

 

2.4 Error Analysis: 

Error Analysis is a technique in applied linguistic which was coined by Stephan Pit Corder in 1967. He 

defined it as “the systematic study of errors made by learners of a language, with a view to understanding the 

nature of the learning process and the learner’s developing system of knowledge of the language the learner 

is learning.” 
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According to Corder error analysis in an important for understanding the teaching and learning process 

because it is a helpful technique to identify the learner’s interlanguage transfer, which is their unique system 

of second language knowledge. By analysing errors, teachers can gain insights into the learner’s cognitive 

processes, the learner’s metalinguistic knowledge, and their transfer of knowledge from their mother tongue 

to the second language they acquired.  

 

Error Analysis has been influential in the field of second language acquisition. It is now widely used research 

method for analysing the language acquiring process and developing more effective teaching strategies.  

 

2.5 Processing of Error Analysis: 

Corder’s five steps in error analysis are: 

2.5.1 Collection of Data: The research made use of general writing sample of learner’s language.It consisted 

of one sample of English language use that was writing a composition and the data were collected from a 

limited number of learners. 

2.5.2 Identification of Errors: The researcher tried to differentiate between errors as the language 

deviation that arises due to the result of lack in knowledge and mistakes as the learners’ inability to perform 

their fluency and competence in the second acquired language, where the learners were unable to detect the 

errors as they don’t consider them as errors, moreover mistakes were corrected immediately by the students. 

2.5.3 Description of Errors: The researcher tried to describe the errors as the errors of linguistic category, 

which states that students’ errors are the results of mother tongue interference along with the interference of 

the other foreign language learned parallel to English language.  

2.5.4 Explanation of Errors: Errors are defined as interference of mother tongue, while developmental 

errors are due to overgeneralisation of rules. 

2.5.5 Evaluation of Errors: The evaluation of errors was divided into global and local. The global errors 

which affect overall sentences formation, “My hair long black” is an example of global error; and local errors 

are the errors which affects single elements in a sentence. “She is a honest woman.” is an example of local 

errors.  

 

 

2.6 Significance of Error Analysis 

Error Analysis is a significant tool for teachers, text book writers, syllabus designers, researchers and learners 

because of many beneficial reasons: 

First, errors can be helpful in understanding the nature of the language learning process. While studying the 

types of errors that learners make, we can go through the cognitive processes involved in language 

acquisition. For example, error analysis has described that learners often make errors when they are trying to 

apply the rules of their mother tongue to their second language. This suggest that learners are not only 

memorising new rules, but they are actively trying to construct a new system of rules for their second 

language. 

Second, error analysis can be helpful in identifying learner’s needs. By identifying the specific types of errors 

that learners are committing, teachers can develop targeted interventions to help them overcome their 

difficulties. For example, if a learner is making a lot of errors with verb, we can provide them with specific 

instructions on verb rules. 

Third, error analysis can be helpful to us in developing more effective teaching aids and activities. By 

understanding the types of errors that learners are likely to commit, teachers can create materials and 

activities that are specially designed to help them reduce those errors. For example, if we know that learners 

often make errors with the past tense of irregular verbs, we can create activities that focus on teaching and 

practice irregular verb forms. 
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Fourth, error analysis can be helpful to assess learner’s progress. By detecting and tracking the types of 

errors that learner’s are making overtime, teachers can see how they are developing their second language 

knowledge. This information can be very helpful to the teachers for deciding that learners are making 

progress towards their learning goals. 

Fifth, the highly committed errors can be considered and the relevant topics and lectures should be involved 

in the syllabus strictly to make the learners practice better. 

Overall, error analysis is a valuable tool for linguists because it can help us to understand the language 

learning process, identify learner’s requirements, develop more effective teaching materials and activities, 

and observe better teaching and learning process of second language acquisition. 

 

2.7 Previous and Recent Studies on Error Analysis: 

The research study carried out by Onyinyechi (2017) on “Error Analysis of the Written English Essays of 

Junior Secondary School Two Students in Owerri North” with 42 Junior Secondary School Two (JSS2) 

students drawn from comprehensive Secondary School, Amakohia in Owerri North LGA, ascertained that 

the total quantity of errors was 587. The types of Errors were: punctuation, spelling, tense, word choice, 

syntax, preposition, subject/verb agreement, articles, wrong splitting of words and wrong amalgamations of 

words. The most committed errors are punctuation errors which had the quantity of 196(33.4%). The least 

committed errors were with the quantity of 7(1.2%). This study showed that the errors committed by the 

learners were due to the interference of mother tongue, intralingual transfer and the carelessness of the 

learners.  

 

The research study entitled “Error Analysis of English Sentences Written by Indonesian College Students” 

by Ahmad Burhanuddin (2020) included 100 students of the second year of the English department IAIN 

Pekalongan. The data were collected through an open-ended questionnaire as the instrument of the study. 

The research findings were: the patterns of the errors are spread into eleven types of errors, including verbs, 

articles, spellings, adjectives, prepositions, sentence structure and ordering, word formation, word selection, 

noun, pronoun, and ambiguous communication; (55.28% of the errors are in terms of subject-verb 

agreements, the use of articles (9.76%), and misspelling (8.94%). These findings were illustrated that most of 

the students did not know how to use verb and articles rightly and they need to pay attention to the spelling 

of the English words. The errors found in the sentences give some ambiguity to the meaning of the sentences. 

 

3. Methodology: 

This section presents the research methodology which involves research design, population sample size, 

nature and source of data, data collection technique, processing and analysis of the data. It also involves a list 

of errors record made by the secondary level students in a multilingual setting learning four languages which 

are Urdu, Hindi, English and Arabic. Where as English and Arabic comes under the second language 

category or target language, while Urdu and Hindi comes under first language category that is mother tongue.   

 

 

3.1 Research Design: 

Error analysis is a kind of research method which involves multiple methods in it, like: collection of samples 

to find errors as primary scale data which is a qualitative method in nature rest is quantitative analysis of the 

errors which involves the description of error quantities and percentages. 

3.2 Population: 

The population of the case study consisted of 115 secondary level EFL students studying at Islamic Mission 

School, Aligarh followed by ICSE board in the academic year 2023-2024.  
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Table 1: Number of students participated in the composition writing. 

Category of Students 

Participated 

9th Boys 9th Girls 10th Boys 10th Girls Total 

Number of Students 

Participated 

30 35 20 30 115 

      

 

 

 

3.3 Nature and Source of Data:  

The research primary data which was collected is qualitative in nature and it was a primary source of data 

which are secondary level EFL students’ composition writing samples. The secondary source of data 

included books, research papers, web-sites etc.  

3.4 Data Collection Technique  

The collected data were of 30 boys and 30 girls from 9th standard and 20 boys and 30 girls from 10th 

standard. They all were EFL learners who were not informed about the topic in advance. They were given a 

topic “We are happier than our forefathers. Do you agree or disagree and why?” which they have to write it 

in about 200 to 300 words within half an hour. The topic was given to them in their subject class. 

3.5 Processing and Analysis of Data: 

This analysis of the written composition was done according to the Corder’s method on error analysis. The 

method involves five steps: collection of data, Identification of errors, description of errors, explanation of 

errors, and evaluation of errors. This case study mentioned types of errors, quantity of errors, and percentage 

of those errors for the data analysis.  

4. Validity and Reliability of the Instrument.  

To be sure the content of the research instrument, two standards of classes were taken into account each with 

two sections divided according to the gender. The topic of the composition given was according to their 

syllabus and appropriate to the secondary level students. In this way the validity of the instrument was 

established and maintained. The research used a pre-test and a post-test to ensure the reliability of the 

instrument. First they were asked to write on a topic and their samples were analysed, after evaluating the 

errors they were given two classes to make them aware of the errors they were committing at the most. After 

which they were given the same topic to write a composition on, the written samples were found with not 

much but less errors than before. 
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5. Data Analysis and Result: 

 

Table 2: Errors committed by the secondary level students in English writing. 

S.N Types of Errors Quantity of Errors Percentage of Errors 

1 Noun 68 3.45% 

2 Verb 304 15.44% 

3 Adjective 122 6.19% 

4 Adverb 70 3.55% 

5 Preposition 281 14.27% 

6 Conjunction 53 2.69% 

7 Articles 117 5.94% 

8 Singular/Plural 80 4.06% 

9 Tense 324 16.43% 

10 Punctuation Marks 47 2.38% 

11 Sentences 29 1.47% 

12 Capitalisation 36 1.82% 

13 Spelling 101 5.13% 

14 Vocabulary 336 17.07% 

 Total 1968 99.89% 

 

This table shows that the most committed errors were vocabulary which had the quantity of 336 (17.07%). 

The second most committed errors were Tense with the quantity of 324 (16.43%) and the third most 

committed errors were verbs with the quantity of 304 (15.44%). The least committed errors were of 

sentences which had the quantity of 29 (1.47%). 

 Table 3: A brief look out of the sample of errors committed by the students. 

S.N Error Classification Error Identification  Error Correction 

1 Noun Old people use newspaper for the 

time lapse. 

Old people use newspapers for the 

time pass. 

2 Verb Our forefathers cannot uses the 

present technology 

Forefathers cannot use the present 

technology 

3 Adjective Staying happy is importance in 

life. 

Staying happy is important in life. 

4 Adverb The food was very good. The food was very delicious. 

5 Preposition Depending in technology we 

forget the love of life. 

Depending on technology we 

forget the love of life. 

6 Conjunction Grandfather grandmother use to 

tell stories. 

Grandfather and grandmother use 

to tell stories. 

7 Article We need a aeroplane to reach the 

destination. 

We need an aeroplane to reach the 

destination. 

8 Singular/Plural Now his sons are business man Now his sons are business men 

9 Tense Forefather have not learnt many 

things yesterday 

Forefather did not learn many 

things yesterday 

10 Punctuation Marks Youngsters point of view. Youngster’s point of view. 

11 Sentences the Happier the elders are the 

Happier we will be _ 

The happier the elders are the 

happier we will be. 

12 Capitalisation Today’s life is so complex and 

Everybody is so busy.  

Today’s life is so complex and 

everybody is so busy. 

13 Spelling People are not satasfid because 

we neglect them. 

People are not satisfied because 

we neglect them. 

14 Vocabulary We put bad food in our body. We eat unhygienic food. 
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6. Conclusion: 

On the basis of findings of this case study followed by a pre-test and a post-test, and analysing the writing 

samples of secondary level students, it could be concluded that the students committed multiple grammatical 

mistakes which include 14 types of errors in their writings, which are: noun, verb, adjective, adverb, 

preposition, conjunction, article, singular, plural, tense, punctuation marks, sentences, capitalisation, spelling 

and vocabulary. This result of the analysis shows that most of the students’ errors were due to the 

interference of the mother tongue, because in Indian school we find students with different backgrounds. The 

errors in verb and tense were generally influenced by their mother tongue. Most of the writing styles were 

also showing the interference of learning another foreign language simultaneously which is Arabic. The 

students were unable to express their ideas using proper vocabulary in language. Some of the students tried 

to use the English language according to the Hindi structures of language, few writing samples showed the 

interference of Arabic language in their writings, like using Arabic vocabulary instead of using English 

language. Rest some errors committed by the students were found to be local errors.  

7. Recommendations: 

According to the findings of this case study, the research drew some recommendations which are as follows: 

7.1 Its is recommended that this study can undertake further research from secondary level to higher 

secondary level of students in order to find out students errors in learning English language. 

7.2 Student’s errors are good sources for improving the teaching and learning of second language, therefore 

they should be motivated to write more and more in second language.  

7.3 Teachers can involve students more and more in writing practice in order to use second language in 

different context for advance development in language learning. 

7.4 Teachers can pay attention to the errors and their sources in order to provide and plan relevant strategies 

which can prevent the occurrence of errors in English writing. 

7.5 Teachers can provide regular feedbacks and motivational activities after evaluating the errors and treating 

them through proper strategies.  

7.6 Teachers can also identify their student’s failures so that they could give better lectures and programmes 

in those areas where most of the errors were observed. 

7.7 Teacher can make the student to practice more the grammatical rules of English and identify the specific 

rules of the language and use them in different situations and surroundings. This will help to develop the 

vocabulary and the students can master the second language competency. 

7.8 The syllabus should be designed according to the needs of their learners. And it should include relevant 

aspect of English writing along with developing the teaching aids.  
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